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IN THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A power unit, comprising: 

an internal combustion engine comprising a crankcase defining a chamber 
therein, a crankcase suction port in fluid communication with the crankcase chamber, 
and at least one cylinder associated with the crankcase; 

a second unit comprising a second unit case defining a second unit case 
chamber therein, distinct from the crankcase chamber, a second unit suction port in 
fluid communication with the second unit case chamber; and 

a lubrication system for providing an oil supply for use in the internal 
combustion engine and the second unit, the lubrication system including a lubrication 
tank, a lubricant supply for supplying lubricant from the lubrication tank to at least one 
of the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber, a lubricant return for 
returning lubricant to the lubrication tank, and a first pump having an inlet in fluid 
communication with the second unit suction port and an outlet in fluid communication 
to the lubricant return, whereby operation of the first pump withdraws lubricant via the 
second unit suction port and returns lubricant to the lubrication tank A 

the crankcase being in fluid communication with the second unit case 
chamber, and wherein operation of the first pump withdraws lubricant via the 
crankcase suction port and delivers lubricant to the second unit case chamber and 
withdraws lubricant via the second unit suction port and returns lubricant to the 
lubrication tank. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A power unit, comprising: 

an internal combustion engine comprising a crankcase defining a chamber 
therein, a crankcase suction port in fluid communication with the crankcase chamber, 
and at least one cylinder associated with the crankcase: 

a second unit comprising a second unit case defining a second unit case 
chamber therein, distinct from the crankcase chamber, a second unit suction port in 
fluid communication with the second unit case chamber: 
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a lubrication system for providing an oil supply for use in the internal 

combustion engine and the second unit the lubrication system including a lubrication 
tank, a lubricant supply for supplying lubricant from the lubrication tank to at least one 
of the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber, the crankcase 
chamber being in fluid communication with the second unit case chamber, a lubricant 
return for returning lubricant to the lubrication tank, and a first pump having an inlet in 
fluid communication with the second unit suction port and an outlet in fluid 
communication to the lubricant return, the operation of the first pump withdrawing 
lubricant via the second unit suction port and returns lubricant to the lubrication tank: 
and _Th e powor unit of according to cla i m 2, further compris i ng 

a second pump having an inlet in fluid communication with the crankcase 
suction port and an outlet in fluid communication with the second unit case chamber, 
whereby operation of the second pump withdraws lubricant via the crankcase suction 
port and delivers lubricant to the second unit case chamber. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A power unit, comprising: 

an internal combustion engine comprising a crankcase defining a chamber 

therein, a crankcase suction port in fluid communication with the crankcase chamber, 
and at least one cylinder associated with the crankcase: 

a second unit comprising a second unit case defining a second unit case 

chamber therein, distinct from the crankcase chamber a second unit suction port in 
fluid communication with the second unit case chamber: and 

a lubrication system for providing an oil supply for use in the internal 

combustion engine and the second unit, the lubrication system including a lubrication 
tank, a lubricant supply for supplying lubricant from the lubrication tank to at least one 
of the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber, a lubricant return for 
returning lubricant to the lubrication tank, and a first pump having an inlet in fluid 
communication with the second unit suction port and an outlet in fluid communication 
to the lubricant return, whereby operation of the first pump withdraws lubricant via the 
second unit suction port and returns lubricant to the lubrication tank, the crankcase 
being in fluid communication with the second unit case chamber, and Th e powor un i t 
accord i ng to cla i m 2, wh e roin the first pump returnsing lubricant to the lubricant tank 
via the crankcase chamber. 
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6. (Original) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein the outlet of the 
first pump is in fluid communication with the lubricant return via the crankcase 
chamber. 

7. (Original) The power unit according to claim 6, further comprising a 
second pump having an inlet in fluid communication with the crankcase suction port 
and an outlet in fluid communication with the lubricant return, whereby operation of 
the second pump withdraws lubricant via the crankcase suction port and delivers 
lubricant to the lubricant return. 

8. (Original) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein the inlet of the first 
pump is in fluid communication with the second unit suction port via the crankcase 
chamber. 

9. (Currently Amended) A power unit comprising: 

an internal combustion engine comprising a crankcase defining a chamber 

therein, a crankcase suction port in fluid communication with the crankcase chamber, 
and at least one cylinder associated with the crankcase; 

a second unit comprising a second unit case defining a second unit case 

chamber therein, distinct from the crankcase chamber, a second unit suction port in 
fluid communication with the second unit case chamber; 

a lubrication system for providing an oil supply for use in the internal 

combustion engine and the second unit, the lubrication system including a lubrication 
tank, a lubricant supply for supplying lubricant from the lubrication tank to at least one 
of the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber, a lubricant return for 
returning lubricant to the lubrication tank, and a first pump having an inlet in fluid 
communication with the second unit suction port and an outlet in fluid communication 
to the lubricant return, whereby operation of the first pump withdraws lubricant via the 
second unit suction port and returns lubricant to the lubrication tank; and Th e powor 
unit accord i ng to c l aim 1 , furth e r compr i sing 

a second pump having an inlet in fluid communication with the crankcase 
suction port and an outlet in fluid communication with the lubricant return, whoroby 
the operation of the second pump withdrawsmg lubricant from the crankcase suction 
port and returnsing lubricant to the lubrication tank. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A power unit, comprising: 
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an internal combustion engine comprising a crankcase defining a chamber 
therein, a crankcase suction port in fluid communication with the crankcase chamber, 
and at least one cylinder associated with the crankcase; 

a second unit comprising a second unit case defining a second unit case 
chamber therein, distinct from the crankcase chamber, a second unit suction port in 
fluid communication with the second unit case chamber; and 

. a lubrication system for providing an oil supply for use in the internal 

combustion engine and the second unit, the lubrication system including a lubrication 
tank, a lubricant supply for supplying lubricant from the lubrication tank to at least one 
of the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber, a lubricant return for 
returning lubricant to the lubrication tank, and a first pump having an inlet in fluid 
communication with the second unit suction port and an outlet in fluid communication 
to the lubricant return, whereby operation of the first pump withdraws lubricant via the 
second unit suction port and returns lubricant to the lubrication tank. Tho powor unit 
according to c l aim 1, wh e r e in the inlet of the first pump is being also in fluid 
communication with the crankcase chamber suction por k, wherein the power unit 
further comprises a power unit case, the power unit case having a crankcase portion 
forming at least a portion of the crankcase and a second unit portion forming at least 
a portion of the second unit, and wherein the crankcase portion and the second unit 
portion are integrally formed. 

11. (Original) The power unit according to claim 1 , wherein the second unit is 
a transmission for transmitting power from the internal engine to drive a vehicle. 

12. (Original) The power unit according to claim 1, wherein a plurality of 
transmission gears are located within the second unit case. 

13. (Currently Amended) The power unit according to claim 1, wherein the 
second unit is a clutch for coupling and decoupling the internal combustion engine 
to/from from another component in a vehicle drive system. 

14. (Original) The power unit according to claim 1, wherein the second unit 
includes a valve system for operating intake and exhaust valves of the internal 
combustion engine. 

15. (Original) The power unit according to claim 1, further comprising a 
power unit case, the power unit case having a crankcase portion forming at least a 
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portion of the crankcase and a second unit portion forming at least a portion of the 
second unit, and wherein the crankcase portion and the second unit portion are 
integrally formed. 

16. (Original) The power unit according to claim 1, wherein the lubricant 
system includes a third pump having an inlet in fluid communication with the lubricant 
tank and a outlet in fluid communication with the lubricant supply. 

17. (Original) The power unit according to claim 1, further comprising a third 
unit comprising a third unit case defining a third unit case chamber therein, distinct 
from the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber and in fluid 
communication with each, a third unit suction port in fluid communication with the 
third unit case chamber; and 

wherein the operation of the first pump withdraws lubricant via the crankcase 
suction port and delivers lubricant to the third unit case chamber and withdraws 
lubricant via the third unit suction port delivers lubricant to the second unit case 
chamber and withdraws lubricant via the second unit suction port and returns 
lubricant to the lubrication tank. 

18. (Original) The power unit according to claim 1, further comprising a third 
unit comprising a third unit case defining a third unit case chamber therein, distinct 
from the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber and in fluid 
communication with the second unit case chamber, a third unit suction port in fluid 
communication with the third unit case chamber; and 

wherein the operation of the first pump withdraws lubricant via the third unit 
suction port and delivers lubricant to the second unit case chamber and withdraws 
lubricant via the second unit suction port and returns lubricant to the lubrication tank. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Original) The power unit according to claim 1, further comprising a third 
unit comprising a third unit case defining a third unit case chamber therein, distinct 
from the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber and in fluid 
communication with the second unit case chamber, a third unit suction port in fluid 
communication with the third unit case chamber; and wherein the outlet of the first 
pump is in fluid communication with the lubricant return via the third unit case 
chamber. 
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21 . (Original) The power unit according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a third unit comprising a third unit case defining a third unit case chamber 
therein, distinct from the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber and 
in fluid communication with the second unit case chamber, a third unit suction port in 
fluid communication with the third unit case chamber, wherein the crankcase 
chamber is in fluid communication with the second unit case chamber, and wherein 
the operation of the first pump also withdraws lubricant via the third unit suction port 
and delivers lubricant to the second unit case chamber and withdraws lubricant via 
the crankcase suction port and delivers lubricant to the second unit case chamber. 

22. (New) The power unit according to claim 1 , wherein the lubrication system 
is a dry sump lubrication system, the lubrication tank being disposed outside of the 
crankcase chamber. 

23. (New) The power unit according to claim 1, wherein the power unit is 
applied to power at least one of a snowmobile, personal watercraft, motorcycle, 
three-wheeled vehicle, go-kart, all terrain vehicle and a scooter. 

24. (New) The power unit according to claim 23, wherein the internal 
combustion engine has at least two cylinders. 

25. (New) The power unit according to claim 24, wherein the at least two 
cylinders are arranged in a V-type cylinder configuration. 

26. (New) The power unit according to claim 17, wherein the third unit case 
chamber is a transmission chamber, the transmission chamber housing a 
transmission for transmitting power from the internal engine to drive a vehicle. 

27. (New) The power unit according to claim 26, wherein the transmission 
includes a plurality of transmission gears. 

28. (New) The power unit according to claim 26, wherein the second unit 
case chamber is a clutch chamber housing a clutch for coupling and decoupling the 
internal combustion engine to/from another component in a vehicle drive system. 

29. (New) The power unit according to claim 1, wherein a first conduit is 
provided, the conduit connecting the crankcase chamber with the second unit case 
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chamber, the conduit being used for the withdrawal of lubricant from the crankcase 
suction port and for the deliverance of lubricant to the second unit case chamber by 
the first pump, the conduit allowing for a permanent fluid communication between the 
crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber. 

30. (New) The power unit according to claim 1, the second unit further 
comprising a second unit supply port in fluid communication with the second unit 
case chamber, the first pump delivering lubricant to the second unit case chamber 
via the second unit supply port and the second unit supply port being disposed in a 
position above the crankcase suction port. 

31. (New) The power unit according to claim 17, the second unit further 
comprising a second unit supply port in fluid communication with the second unit 
case chamber, the first pump delivering lubricant to the second unit case chamber 
via the second unit supply port and the second unit supply port being disposed in a 
position above the crankcase suction port. 

32. (New) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein the second unit is a 
transmission for transmitting power from the internal engine to drive a vehicle. 

33. (New) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein a plurality of 
transmission gears are located within the second unit case. 

34. (New) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein the second unit is a 
clutch for coupling and decoupling the internal combustion engine to/from from 
another component in a vehicle drive system. 

35. (New) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein the second unit 
includes a valve system for operating intake and exhaust valves of the internal 
combustion engine. 

36. (New) The power unit according to claim 5, further comprising a power 
unit case, the power unit case having a crankcase portion forming at least a portion 
of the crankcase and a second unit portion forming at least a portion of the second 
unit, and wherein the crankcase portion and the second unit portion are integrally 
formed. 
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37. (New) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein the lubricant system 
includes a third pump having an inlet in fluid communication with the lubricant tank 
and a outlet in fluid communication with the lubricant supply. 

38. (New) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein the lubrication system 
is a dry sump lubrication system, the lubrication tank being disposed outside of the 
crankcase chamber. 

39. (New) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein the power unit is 
applied to power at least one of a snowmobile, personal watercraft, motorcycle, 
three-wheeled vehicle, go-kart, all terrain vehicle and a scooter. 

40. (New) The power unit according to claim 39, wherein the internal 
combustion engine has at least two cylinders. 

41. (New) The power unit according to claim 40, wherein the at least two 
cylinders are arranged in a V-type cylinder configuration. 

42. (New) The power unit according to claim 5, wherein a first conduit is 
provided, the conduit connecting the crankcase chamber with the second unit case 
chamber, the conduit being used for the withdrawal of lubricant from the crankcase 
suction port and for the deliverance of lubricant to the second unit case chamber by 
the first pump, the conduit allowing for a permanent fluid communication between the 
crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber. 

43. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, further comprising: 

a third unit comprising a third unit case defining a third unit case chamber 
therein, distinct from the crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber, a 
third unit suction port in fluid communication with the third unit case chamber; and 

a third pump having an inlet in fluid communication with the third unit suction 
port and an outlet in fluid communication with the lubricant return, whereby operation 
of the third pump withdraws lubricant from the third suction port and returns lubricant 
to the lubrication tank. 

44. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, wherein the second unit is a 
transmission for transmitting power from the internal engine to drive a vehicle. 
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45. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, wherein a plurality of 
transmission gears are located within the second unit case. 

46. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, wherein the second unit is a 
clutch for coupling and decoupling the internal combustion engine to/from another 
component in a vehicle drive system. 

47. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, wherein the second unit 
includes a valve system for operating intake and exhaust valves of the internal 
combustion engine. 

48. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, further comprising a power 
unit case, the power unit case having a crankcase portion forming at least a portion 
of the crankcase and a second unit portion forming at least a portion of the second 
unit, and wherein the crankcase portion and the second unit portion are integrally 
formed. 

49. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, wherein the lubricant system 
includes a third pump having an inlet in fluid communication with the lubricant tank 
and a outlet in fluid communication with the lubricant supply. 

50. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, wherein the lubrication system 
is a dry sump lubrication system, the lubrication tank being disposed outside of the 
crankcase chamber. 

51. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, wherein the power unit is 
applied to power at least one of a snowmobile, personal watercraft, motorcycle, 
three-wheeled vehicle, go-kart, all terrain vehicle and a scooter. 

52. (New) The power unit according to claim 51, wherein the internal 
combustion engine has at least two cylinders. 

53. (New) The power unit according to claim 52, wherein the at least two 
cylinders are arranged in a V-type cylinder configuration. 

54. (New) The power unit according to claim 9, wherein a first conduit is 
provided, the conduit connecting the crankcase chamber with the second unit case 
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chamber, the conduit being used for the withdrawal of lubricant from the crankcase 
suction port and for the deliverance of lubricant to the second unit case chamber by 
the first pump, the conduit allowing for a permanent fluid communication between the 
crankcase chamber and the second unit case chamber. 


